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Dear Readers,

In this edition of ISMJ, we begin by exploring the
impact of DeepSeek, China's Al model, on Indian and
global stock markets. As Al innovation accelerates,
understanding how these advancements influence
market trends, investments, and economic
landscapes can help investors navigate both
disruptions and opportunities.

Next, we examine how emerging cities are driving
India's real estate boom, highlighting key regions
attracting investment and reshaping the property
market. With rapid urbanisation and infrastructure
development, these cities present exciting opportuni-
ties for homebuyers and investors alike.

We also uncover common investment mistakes that
can erode returns—and how to avoid and correct
them. By identifying pitfalls and refining strategies,
investors can optimise their portfolios and build
long-term wealth with greater confidence.

Following that, we delve into what LA fires reveal
about choosing the right fire insurance, offering
insights into selecting adequate coverage to protect
assets and mitigate financial losses in unforeseen
disasters.

Additionally, we explore the future of quick
commerce in India, shedding light on how speed and
convenience are transforming retail, influencing
consumer behaviour, and creating new investment
opportunities in the rapidly evolving e-commerce
landscape.

We appreciate your continuous support and
feedback on our previous editions. Your input helps
us improve. Please feel free to reach out to us at
support@equitypandit.com.

Happy Investing!
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STUGK MARKET OUTLOOK

February was a painful month for the
Indian stock market, after starting on
positive note indices sold off throughout the
month with slow grind. Bulls lost hope as
every rally met the same fate of sell off.

Individual stocks face a lot of damage

Nifty 50  CMP: 22001.65 (-117.65, -0.53%) | Weekl ~ | I8k
Dt: 02/09/2024, O: 25333.60, H:
P Indicators(Click to view/hide)

especially in Midcap and Small cap sectors.
Nifty ended on a negative note for the fifth
month inraw with a loss 0 5.89%.

Index was remained completely in control
of bears though it was slow correction due

to trading in oversold zone but, it was worst

ISM] March 2025
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month as far as concern of market breadth.
The market could see some short-
coverage rally as it traded in oversold
territory and had near-crucial support in
21700. Momentum indicator RSI is

trending down, showing the lowest

reading after the COVID correction on
weekly charts.
Nifty has good support around 21700

levels; if closed below this, the index could

fall to 21300 levels. Important resistance in
Nifty 1s at 22500 and 23000 levels.

Bank Nifty also faced a sell-off in
February, though it remains resilient in
relation to broader indices. The new RBI
governor has periodically infused
liquidity into the system, which acted as a
stress buster for the sector. Banknifty
ended on a negative note in the third
month in Raw with aloss 0f2.5%.

Bank Nifty has relatively outperformed

the broader indices and acted as a

02

counterbalancing force. Momentum
indicator RSI 1s trending down, showing
the lowest reading post-crash.

However, the picture looks gloomy for
bulls; there might be a chance that
means reversion buyers could enter at
lower levels. Important resistance for
Banknifty is at 49300 and 504500 levels,
respectively. Important support in
Banknifty is at 47000 and 46200 levels.

ISM] March 2025
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The Impact Of China's Al Model On
Indian And Global Stock Markets
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The artificial intelligence (AI)
industry witnessed a seismic shift in early
2025 when a relatively unknown Chinese
startup called DeepSeek burst onto the

scene, sending shockwaves through global

financial markets and challenging the Eilas
dominance of established tech giants. This HII I m Deepseek'
article examines the rise of DeepSeek, its
impact on stock markets worldwide, and How can | help you today?
the broader implications for the Al industry

and global technological competition.
The Emergence Of DeepSeek
A Disruptive Force From China

In the bustling tech hub of Hangzhou, a

small team of researchers and engineers
quietly worked on an Al model that would
soon capture global attention. Founded in
May 2023, DeepSeek remained largely
under the radar until its official launch
on 20 January 2025. The company's
controlling shareholder, Liang Wenfeng,
brought valuable experience from his

background in quantitative hedge funds.

Cost-Effective Innovation

What set DeepSeek apart was its novel =~ massive computing infrastructure,

approach to Al development. Unlike its DeepSeek built its model on more

Western counterparts, which relied on economical structures. This innovative

O 5 ISM]J March 2025
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strategy allowed the company to deliver
performance rivalling or even surpassing
industry leaders like OpenAl's ChatGPT
but at a fraction of the cost.

The crown jewel of DeepSeek's offerings
was its R1 model. Reports indicated that
DeepSeek-R1 was 20 to 50 times less
expensive to operate than OpenAl's latest
models, depending on the specific task.
This dramatic cost reduction caught the
attention of developers and businesses
worldwide, potentially reshaping the

economics of Al implementation.

Open-Source Philosophy

In abold move that further distinguished it
from many Western Al companies,
DeepSeek made its model open-source.
This decision allowed researchers,
developers, and curious minds to examine
the inner workings of the Al, modify its
code, and build upon its foundation.

Open-Source Philosophy

In a bold move that further distinguished
it from many Western Al companies,
DeepSeek made its model open-source.
This decision allowed researchers,

06

developers, and curious minds to
examine the inner workings of the Al,
modify its code, and build upon its

foundation.

ISM]J March 2025
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DeepSeek vs Established Players

DeepSeek's meteoric rise was therefore a
classic underdog story, with a young
startup from China now challenging
OpenAl, Google, and Microsoft-thought
to be the bulwarks of Al development.
Assumptions about the future of Al
possessed by investors and analysts had to
be reevaluated owing to the tectonic
changes in the competitive landscape.
Having shone with superior performance
in coding and technical reasoning tasks,
DeepSeek's rivals, such as ChatGPT, have
maintained the old strengths of creative
writing and expressive dialogues. An
extensive world-widely comparative
analysis was initiated by the Al fraternity
to determine the relative strengths and
weaknesses of these competing models.
One of the most stellar contrasts between
DeepSeek and its competitors is the cost
difference in training. Estimates on

training advanced language models

cutting across GPT-3 put costs between
$41 million and over $100 million while
DeepSeek was said to have obtained
similar results at a budget of either $5.5 to
$6 million. This kind of efficiency raises
valid questions of the Western high-cost
Al development model's sustainability
that a good number of companies have

come to embrace.

Impact On Indian Markets

Nifty IT Index Plummets

The reverberations of DeepSeek's rise
were felt strongly in India's technology
sector. The Nifty IT index experienced a
sharp decline of 3.36% on 27 January

07
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2025, its most significant single-
day drop since July 2023. This fall
reflected growing concerns about

the competitiveness of Indian IT
firms in a rapidly evolving global Al
landscape.

Broader Market Declines

The impact extended beyond the IT sector,
with both Sensex and Nifty closing
significantly lower. The Sensex ended the
day at 75,366.17, down by 824.49 points or
1.08%, while the Nifty fell by 263.05
points or 1.14%, closing at 22,829.15. This
marked the first time the Nifty had closed
below the 23,000 mark since June 2024.

Foreign Investor Exodus

Foreign institutional investors (FIIs)
accelerated their exit from Indian stocks,
with net sales exceeding Rs 5,000 crore on
28 January 2025. This selling pressure
contributed to the market's downward
trajectory and raised questions about
foreign investor confidence in India's tech
sector amidst global Al disruptions.

Sector-Specific Impacts

Telecom, IT, and technology sectors
were among the hardest hit in India, with
each experiencing declines of over 3%.

Companies in the electronics manufacturing

038

services (EMS) sector, such as Dixon
Technologies and Kaynes Technology,
saw their shares plummet by up to 20% as
investors reassessed their exposure to
global tech trends.

ISM]J March 2025
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Market Reaction And Financial Impact

Wall Street's Panic Mode

The emergence of DeepSeek triggered a
massive sell-off in US and European tech
stocks, wiping out an estimated $1 trillion
in market value. Investors, caught off
guard by the sudden shift in the Al
landscape, rushed to recalibrate their

expectations and portfolios.

NVIDIA's Historic Plunge

NVIDIA, the semiconductor giant that had
become synonymous with the Al boom,
bore the brunt of the market's reaction. On
27 January 2025, NVIDIA experienced a
staggering $589 billion market cap wipeout
- the largest single-day loss for any US
company in history. This dramatic decline
surpassed even Meta's notorious 2022

crash and Tesla's volatile week in 2020.

Broader Tech Sector Impact

The ripple effects of DeepSeek's rise
extended beyond NVIDIA. Other tech giants
like Alphabet and Microsoft saw their stock
prices tumble as investors reassessed the
competitive landscape in Al. The NASDAQ,
which had been riding high on Al-driven

optimism, suddenly looked vulnerable.

O 9 ISM]J March 2025
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Global Market Reactions

Stock markets around the world felt the
tremors of the DeepSeek disruption. In
Europe, the pan-European STOXX 600
index fell by 0.4%, while the blue-chip
Euro STOXX 50 dropped nearly 1%.
Asian markets showed mixed reactions,
with Japan's Nikkei and Singapore's
Straits Times index declining, while Hong
Kong's Hang Seng and mainland Chinese

indices showed resilience.

India's Al Ambitions and Response

In response to the changing global Al
landscape, the Indian government
announced plans to develop its own
generative Al model. This initiative aimed
to create an Al system tailored to India's
diverse cultural and linguistic context,
positioning the country as a player in the

global Al race.

10

To support its Al ambitions, India
committed to significantly increasing its
computing capabilities. The government
announced plans to nearly double the
number of GPUs initially allocated for Al
development, demonstrating a serious
commitment to building domestic Al
capabilities.

Recognizing the importance of accessible
Al resources, the Indian government
introduced a 40% subsidy for researchers
and academic institutions accessing GPU
computing power. This move aimed to
reduce costs to under Rs 100 per GPU
hour, compared to the global average of
$2.5-3, making Al development more

affordable for Indian innovators.

ISM]J March 2025
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India's Al strategy emphasized leveraging This approach aimed to differentiate
technology for social good, with a focus India's Al efforts by prioritizing societal
on critical areas such as agriculture, cli- impact alongside technological advance-

mate change, and learning disabilities. ment.

CONCLUSION \O&

The rise of DeepSeek marked a pivotal moment in the evolution of artificial
intelligence, challenging long-held assumptions about the industry's structure
and competitive dynamics. For the United States, it served as a wake-up call,
prompting a re-evaluation of its technological leadership. China's success with
DeepSeek demonstrated its growing capabilities in cutting-edge Al
development, while India's response highlighted its ambitions to carve out a
unique position in the global Al landscape.

As the dust settles on this initial disruption, the true test will lie in how various
stakeholders - from tech giants and startups to governments and investors -
adapt to this new reality. The DeepSeek saga has opened up new possibilities in
Al development, potentially democratizing access to advanced Al capabilities
and accelerating innovation across industries.

For India, this moment presents both challenges and opportunities. By
leveraging its strengths in software development, embracing cost-effective Al
solutions, and focusing on socially impactful applications, India has the
potential to emerge as a significant player in the next phase of the Al revolution.
As we move forward, the global Al landscape will likely continue to evolve
rapidly, with new players and innovations emerging from unexpected quarters.
In this dynamic environment, agility, continuous learning, and a willingness to
challenge established paradigms will be key to success for companies,

investors, and nations alike.

1 1 ISMJ March 2025
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India's real estate market is witnessing
an exciting transformation, with emerging

cities driving its growth. These cities offer

an ideal blend of affordability, luxury,
and promising returns, making them
highly attractive to both homebuyers
and investors.

As per reports, residential property
launch prices in Tier II cities like Goa,
Chandigarh, Mohali, Lucknow, and
Jaipur have surged by up to 94% over
the past five fiscal years, ending 2023-24.
This growth i1s fueled by increasing
consumer confidence, rapid infrastructure
expansion, and a thriving job market,
positioning these cities as the new hotbeds
ofreal estate activity.

Why Tier 2 Cities Are Dominating Real Estate

In the past couple of years, Tier 2 cities in
India have become the new protagonists
of real estate. Chiefly, affordability is now
driving this trend. With sky-high property
prices in Tier 1 cities, buyers and
developers alike are looking for cheaper
alternatives, and Tier 2 cities are now

satisfying that demand.

In the last fiscal year, these cities saw an
11% increase in housing sales, with over
2.08 lakh units sold across 30 smaller
towns. The surge in demand is primarily
due to the twin forces of low property
prices and an increasing level of economic
activity revamping the market and
making these cities more and more

attractive.

ISM]J March 2025
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How Government Support And Infrastructure
Are Accelerating Growth

The Tier 2 cities in India are expanding
due to a strong government push and
organised infrastructure programs like the
Smart Cities Mission and AMRUT (Atal
Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban
Transformation). These augment core
infrastructure-basic roads, connectivity,
and general livability-giving rise to a
suitable housing and office development
ecosystem.

Smart City

MISSION TRANSFORM-NATION

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
Government of India

Increased connectivity and lower land
rates have heightened the interest of
developers, middle-class buyers, and
investors in places like Panchkula,
Panipat, Ludhiana, and Mohali.

In addition, the Tricity belt, which
includes Chandigarh, Mohali, and
Panchkula, has emerged as a property
hotbed, driven by the migration towards

14

remote and hybrid work patterns. The
need for bigger homes and an improved
standard of life is drawing professionals
and NRIs to the belt.

This shift has resulted in price hikes of up

to 65% in new projects, with luxury
properties like a floor unit in DLF The
Valley Gardens, Panchkula, recently sold
for over Rs 4 crore, highlighting the
increasing demand for premium real

estate.

STl
AG

Atal Mission for Rejuvenation
and Urban Transformation

ISM]J March 2025
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Commercial And Economic Growth
Shifting To Tier 2 Cities

The commercial real estate landscape is
evolving, with Tier 2 cities emerging as
key players. Flexible workspaces, IT
companies, and e-commerce giants are
setting up operations, transforming these
cities into innovation hubs. The growing
demand for office space is making
them prime targets for commercial
development.

Economic growth in these cities is
accelerating, driven by the rise of small

7’ o Bl iR Rl

and medium enterprises (SMEs) and
government initiatives supporting industrial
development. Improved connectivity,
infrastructure, and government backing are
further fueling this momentum.

Sustainability is a central focus as India
aims for a $10 trillion economy by 2030.
Urbanisation in Tier 2 cities is projected to
reach 50% by 2050, positioning them as key
contributors to sustainable and inclusive

growth.

Untapped Potential For Investors And Developers

For investors, Tier 2 cities present a
wealth of opportunities. These cities offer
a strong edge with lower land prices,
untapped potential, and healthy rental

15

yields. The growing middle class and
rising demand for both residential and
commercial space continue to attract

builders. Additionally, the government's

ISM]J March 2025
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focus on upgrading infrastructure and
improving connectivity further enhances
the investment potential in these cities.
Whether you are a developer or a
homeowner, now is the perfect time to
look into opportunities in these up-and-
coming markets, as they hold long-term
growth and profitability potential.

Bottom Line

—_ Bottomline @/

Cities like Goa, Chandigarh, Mohali, and many others are rapidly emerging
as key players in India's real estate sector. With rising demand, affordability,
and substantial infrastructure development, these Tier 2 cities offer

promising investment opportunities with high returns and vast economic
potential. The landscape is shifting, and it's clear that emerging cities are
shaping the future of India's real estate boom.

ISMJ March 2025




Mistakes [hat Destroy Returns
And How To Avoid And Correct Them




I —:equitgpandit

While investing in wealth creation
is one of the most powerful means, the
journey is fraught with pitfalls that could
destroy returns and ruin financial targets.
With that in mind, even seasoned
investors will fall prey to such traps,
which can greatly influence long-term
portfolio performance. Knowledge of
these blunders, when learned and
avoided, would put the investor on a path
toward greater success and financial
security.

This elaborate guide will explain the basic
investment mistakes most commonly
made, along with their consequences and
the tangible means of avoiding these

snares. Whether you are a novice or a

sophisticated investor, this article will be
your guide to making educated decisions
and maximizing your investment returns.

Let's dive into the world of investment
pitfalls and discover how to navigate them
successfully, ensuring your financial
journey is as smooth and rewarding as

possible.

f;,,g
henr

—a T4 L

— Emotional Investing —

Investing is as much an emotional journey
as a financial one. The most basic type of

investing mistake is emotional investing,

18

the kind of investing that overrides logic
and drives impulsive behaviour. Fear and
greed are two powerful emotions that
often lead to poor investment choices.
Fear can drive investors to sell during
market downturns, locking in losses while
missing most of the subsequent recovery.
Greed leads investors to chase after high-
flying stocks or sectors without doing
their due diligence, and they often end up
buying at inflated prices.

To combat emotional investing, one has to

develop a disciplined approach:

ISM]J March 2025
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« Create a solid investment plan that < Avoidconstantly checking your portfolio
aligns with your long-term goals and value, as short-term fluctuations can

risk tolerance. trigger emotional responses.

— Perils Of Inadequate Diversification —

Diversification is fundamental to sound study by Vanguard shows that
investing, yet many investors do not diversification can reduce the volatility
practice it correctly or underestimate its of the portfolio by over 30%, allowing
importance. By dumping your eggs into for better navigation through market
one basket, you expose your portfolio to turbulence.

unnecessary risk while setting yourself up To achieve proper diversification:

for a significant loss if one sector or « Spread investments across various
investment fails. The advantages of asset classes, including stocks, bonds,
diversification are well documented; a gold, real estate, and alternative

investments.

« Within each asset class, diversify
further by investing in different
sectors, geographic regions, and
company sizes.

Remember, diversification doesn't

guarantee profits or protect against

losses, but it can help manage risk and

potentially improve long-term returns.

— Chasing Past Performance —

It is human nature to purchase well-
performing investment assets within a
very short time frame. This trait,
therefore, can cost investors dearly since
past performance is no guarantee that

results will follow in the future. Chasing

1 9 ISM]J March 2025
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these hot stocks or funds usually ends up

with the investor buying at peak prices and

suffering subsequent losses.

To avoid the pitfall of performance

chasing:

» Focus on fundamental analysis, includ-
ing company financials, competitive
positioning, and long-term growth
prospects.

» Implement a systematic asset allocation
strategy based on your risk tolerance

 and investment goals rather than
chasing the latest hot trend.

* Maintain a long-term perspective and
avold making frequent changes to
your portfolio based on short-term
performance.

By resisting the urge to chase past

winners, you can make more rational

investment decisions and potentially

improve your long-term results.

— Dangers Of Inadequate —
Research And Knowledge

Investing without proper research or
knowledge is an act of selling your
soul to the rivers of danger. Typically,
many investors go wrong by making
investments based on hearsay informa-

tion or not fully comprehending the

underlying assets and risks involved.

20

To make informed investment decisions:

» Dedicate time to thoroughly research
potential investments, including read-
ing company financial reports, industry
analyses, and expert opinions.

« Stay informed about market trends,
economic indicators, and geopolitical
events that may impact your invest-
ments.

» Consider seeking advice from financial
professionals or educational resources
to enhance your investment knowledge.

By committing to ongoing education and

research, you can make more informed

investment decisions and better navigate
the complexities of the financial markets.

ISM]J March 2025
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— The Risk Of Neglecting —
Long-term Perspective

In the era of fast moves, if investors adopt
short-term thinking and demand quick
returns on their investments, it is really
fatal thinking; the thought can help create
a backlog of bad decisions and generate
missed chances for long-term growth.

Successful investing is an exercise in
patience and long-term perspective.
Given historical facts, there have always
been short-term fluctuations in the mar-

ket; therefore, returns can be considered

highly uncertain from a short-term

perspective while most likely trending
upward for many years. The short-term
focus will outweigh compounding effects
and potential huge returns over the long
term the moment an investor does not
focus on short-term effects.

To maintain a long-term perspective:

 Define clear, long-term financial goals
and align your investment strategy
accordingly.

* Avoid making impulsive decisions
based on short-term market move-
ments or news events.

* Educate yourself on the historical
performance of various asset classes
over extended periods to reinforce the
benefits of long-term investing.

By adopting a patient, long-term

approach, you can better withstand

market volatility and potentially achieve

superior investment outcomes.

— Understanding Risk Tolerance —

An investor who cannot rightfully judge
his investment endeavours with respect to
his risk tolerance is bound to make wrong
decisions, causing him unwarranted pain
during the ordeal. Market optimism blinds

21

many investors, leading to panic selling of
commendable investments whenever the
market gets a little shaky and taking undue
risks when the market is in a bull phase.

To properly align your investments with

ISM]J March 2025
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your risk tolerance:

* Honestly assess your financial situa-
tion, including your income, expenses,
and time horizon for various financial
goals.

« Use risk assessment tools or consult
with a financial advisor to determine
your risk profile.

By understanding and respecting your

risk tolerance, you can create an

R
"
S

== 5

investment strategy that you're more
likely to stick with through various market
conditions.

— Continuous Learning And Adaptation —

The investment landscape is constantly

evolving, with new products, strategies,

and regulations emerging regularly.

Failing to stay informed and adapt to

changing market conditions can lead to

missed opportunities and increased risk.

To stay ahead of the curve:

 Follow trusted financial news sources
and expert opinions to stay informed
about market trends and economic
developments.

« Regularly reassess your investment
strategy in light of new information
and changing personal circumstances.

Empower your investment journey with

continuous learning and adaptation that

can fill the gaps in your investment
theory and thus improve your long-term
prospects.

22
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Conclusion

Successful investing requires an amalgamation of
knowledge, discipline, and self-awareness. By
recognizing these common investment mistakes and
keeping away from them, a clear path to greater
financial success and peace of mind is open.
Investing is a journey, and seasoned investors
continue to learn and improve with advancements
over time. Be steadfast with your long-term
investment goals; have discipline when applying
your strategy, and allow for flexibility as the
environment changes. With resilience and patience,
you can steer your way through the waters of
investment complexity toward the attainment of
your financial objectives.

ISM]J March 2025
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What if everything you've built—your home,

your memories—was gone in minutes?

[ [ 58

The recent raging fires in Los Angeles have once again shown how
unpredictable and unforgiving wildfires can be, leaving homeowners
to face both emotional loss and financial ruin. As entire neighborhoods
burn, one truth stands out: having the right fire insurance isn't just
important—it's essential for survival.

A home is more than just walls; it's a lifetime of work and priceless
belongings. Beyond the structure itself, homeowners invest 20-30% of
its value in interiors, furniture, and electronics—all at risk of being lost
in an instant. Yet, many only realise too late that their insurance falls
short. With wildfires becoming more frequent and intense,
understanding your policy and choosing the right coverage can mean
the difference between recovery and losing everything. The time to

prepare is now.

ISMJ March 2025
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Fires are increasingly common in India,
where reasons, including electrical
malfunctions and natural hazards, prompt
them. The damage that fires do to
individuals and firms can be colossal,
causing hefty financial losses coupled with
the devastation of property. Fire insurance
works as a saviour and safeguards against
the far-reaching consequences of fires,
providing financial cushioning against
their ravaging implications. It provides
cover for sudden losses and enforces
adherence to safety codes in industries

where fire insurance is compulsory.

Through fire insurance, people and
organizations prove to be proactive,
enhancing their capability to withstand
surprise fire risks confidently.

Fire insurance is inherently necessary
for individuals and businesses looking
to protect themselves against the
financial consequences of fire damage.
Homeowners protect their properties,
while business owners protect their
assets; thus, fire insurance acts as a
guardian in the event of fire damage.

Upon purchasing a fire insurance policy,
there is an understanding with the
insurance company on which the person
or business pays premiums in exchange
for certain protection. If fire damages

26

any property covered under the policy, the
insured must inform the insurance
company to determine the claim's status.
If the insured's claim is determined to

ISM]J March 2025



I —:equitgpandit

meet all the policy terms, then the insurer Such coverage is essential for fire loss or
will compensate the insured for the loss any other financial drought caused by
caused by the fire. unforeseen fire occurrences.

India offers a variety of fire insurance policies, each tailored to meet
specific needs:

Standard Fire & Special Perils

This policy covers damage to buildings, plant and machinery, stock _2;4: & |
and other assets with a sum insured exceeding 250 Crores. A

Bharat Sookshma Udyam Suraksha

Designed for smaller businesses, this policy offers protection fo
buildings, property, plant and machinery, stock, and other assetfh¥=

with a sum insured up to 25 Crores. T

Bharat Laghu Udyam Suraksha }

This policy covers damage or destruction to buildings, plant anc

machinery, stock, and other assets, with a sum insured ranging fron
75 Crores to 50 Crores.

2 7 ISMJ March 2025
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Fire insurance, commonly known as the Standard Fire and Special
Perils Policy (SFSP), provides coverage against various risks.
Here's a breakdown of what this policy includes:

Fire Insurance Perils Inclusions

Fire Covers any damage caused by fire.

Covers damage/loss due to lightning, such as cracks in

Lightning the roof or building.

Explosion Covers damage caused by fire explosions.

Covers damage caused by aircraft, including falling

Alrcraft Damage objects or airborne devices.

Terrorist Activity, Covers damage to insured property due to riots, strikes,
Riots/Strike or terrorist activities.

Covers damage from storms, typhoons, and other

Natural Calamity natural disasters.

Landslide/Rockslide Covers destruction caused by landslides or rockslides.
Bursting/Overflowing of Covers damage caused by water tank bursts or
Water Tank overflows.

Covers damage caused by burning overgrown bushes or
plants but does not cover destruction due to forest fires.

2 8 ISM]J March 2025
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|: To qualify for a fire or stock insurance policy: :|

You must be the rightful owner of the property.

The type of property (home, office, or industrial) affects the
available plans.

Insurance companies set a minimum property value for coverage.

A property inspection is required to assess risks before approval.

Documents like proof of ownership, residency, and identity
are needed.

A high credit score can help you get lower premiumes.

Older properties may need higher coverage due to increased risk.

Frequent past claims can impact eligibility.

ISM]J March 2025



I —:equitgpandit

Sottom Line

Fire insurance isn't just a safety net—it's a necessity in today's world,
where fire-related risks are on the rise. Whether it's a wildfire, an
electrical fault, or an unforeseen disaster, the right coverage ensures
financial protection and peace of mind. For homeowners and
businesses alike, securing a comprehensive fire insurance policy now
can make all the difference between recovery and devastation. The time
to act is now—because when disaster strikes, being prepared is the only
way forward.
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The retail landscape in India is
undergoing a dramatic transformation,
driven by technological advancements
and evolving consumer expectations.
At the forefront of this revolution is
quick commerce, a new paradigm that
promises to deliver everyday essentials
to customers' doorsteps within minutes.
This emerging sector is reshaping how
Indians shop, challenging traditional
retail models, and creating exciting
opportunities for businesses and
consumers alike. Let's explore the rise of
quick commerce in India, its current
state, and how it's poised to redefine the
future of retail in the world's fastest-

growing major economy.

Quick commerce, often referred to as q-

commerce, represents the next evolution
of e-commerce. It focuses on ultra-fast
delivery, typically within 10-30 minutes,
of'a curated selection of products ranging
from groceries and household items to
electronics and personal care products.
This model leverages a network of
strategically located micro-fulfilment
centres, known as dark stores, combined
with an army of delivery personnel to
achieve unprecedented speed and
efficiency in order fulfilment.

As urban lifestyles become increasingly
fast-paced and time-constrained, the
demand for instant gratification in

shopping has surged. Quick commerce
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addresses this need by offering unparal-  professionals, young families, and
leled convenience and speed, making it  tech-savvy consumers across India's

an attractive proposition for busy  metropolitanareas.

The Rapid Emergence Of Quick Commerce In India

Quick commerce in India is currently a booming sector due to evolving
consumer behaviour and high investments by domestic and international
players. Factors fuelling its popularity include:

—i—i———a—a—=

Urbanization And Lifestyle Changes

With more Indians flocking to cities and adopting busy lifestyles,
the willingness to pay for time-saving and convenient offerings
has expanded exponentially.

Digital Transformation

With the massive penetration of smartphones and affordable
internet connectivity, consumers have readily adopted digital
shopping solutions.
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COVID-19 Impact

The pandemic further pushed online shopping and contactless
delivery, providing an excellent soil for quick commerce to
flourish.

Venture Capital Interest

These quick commerce enterprises have had access to substantial
venture capital investment from large established powers in e-

commerce, thus rapid growth and innovation.

Improved Logistics Infrastructure

Betterment in last-mile delivery capabilities and inventory
management systems have made ultra-fast deliveries more viable

and economical.

The intersection of these considerations in India, with recent industry estimates
has certainly made an impeccable storm projecting the market to touch $5.5 billion

for quick commerce businesses to prosper by 2025.

Key Players Shaping Quick Commerce In India

The quick commerce sector in India is growingly becoming a highly
contested space, with many well-funded startups and established e-

commerce giants scrambling for a share of the market. These include:

—i—i———a—a—=
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Blinkit (Formerly Grofers)

An early mover among Indian quick commerce ventures, Blinkit
has since grown rapidly in major cities for 10-minute deliveries
from its wide array of product offerings.

Swiggy Instamart

Capitalizing on its food delivery platform, Swiggy is making
inroads into quick commerce for instant deliveries in 15-30

minutes via Instamart.

Dunzo

From hyperlocal deliveries, Dunzo switched to quick commerce,
providing fast delivery for groceries and essentials to several
cities.

Zepto

A newcomer that has gained traction with its promise of 10-minute
deliveries, Zepto has attracted substantial funding and is
expanding aggressively across urban centres.

BigBasket

The established online grocery player has entered the quick
commerce fray through its BB Now service, hoping to capitalize
on brand equity and knowledge of supply chains.

blinkit

&

o))
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These players continue to find newer ways
to innovate and diversify their offerings in
order to place themselves ahead in this

fast-changing business environment.

The rise in quick commerce creates ripples in the entire retail ecosystem in India
and is thereby forcing both traditional brick-and-mortar retailers and long-
established e-commerce players to adapt. Some of the core impacts will relate to:

Changing Demands Of The Customers

A volley of challenges is mounting on traditional retail and e-
commerce platforms to fast-track their fulfilment speed with

customers requesting rapid deliveries.

Omni Channel Integration

Brick-and-mortar stores are increasingly exploring ways to
leverage their physical presence for quick commerce, such as
using stores as mini-fulfilment centres.

Product Assortment Changes

Retailers are re-evaluating their product mix to focus on high-
demand, fast-moving items that are well-suited for quick

commerce.
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Investment In Logistics

E-commerce giants are ramping up investments in their last-mile

delivery capabilities to compete with quick commerce specialists.

Partnerships And Acquisitions

Some traditional retailers and e-commerce players are partnering
with or acquiring quick commerce startups to quickly enter the

market.

Focus On Hyperlocal

There's an increased emphasis on hyperlocal strategies to cater to
the specific needs and preferences of local communities.

Tech Adoption

Retailers across the board are accelerating their adoption of
advanced technologies to improve operational efficiency and

compelling the entire retail sector to .
innovate and adapt, ultimately leading to a E

The quick commerce revolution is

more dynamic and customer-centric

shopping ecosystem.
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Consumer Behaviour And Adoption Trends

In India, the burgeoning industry of quick
commerce has a notable influence on
altering existing consumer behaviour. With
quick deliveries leading the charge, buyers
are increasingly becoming impulsive and
shifting towards smaller-order fulfilment
instead of outright bulk buying. Categories
such as groceries and essentials still seem
to rule the roost, but others, including
electronics, personal care, and fashion, are
beginning to catch on.

Quick commerce is rapidly becoming
the number one choice for urgent needs.
As customers get used to preferring
quick deliveries, their rising expectations
regarding speed and convenience create
high platform loyalty based on reliability
and service quality. Quick commerce
players must visualize these consumer
trends to develop further and nurture long-

standing customer relationships.

Several trends should define the future

of quick commerce in India, and with

quick commerce still on the rise, the

possibilities look bright:

Expansion To Tier-2 And Tier-3 Cities

The success of the model in metros prompts players to turn their

sights on smaller cities with emerging digital population cohorts.

38
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Increased Use Of Automation

From robotic picking in dark stores to drone deliveries,

automation will enhance efficiency.

Personalization

Al and analytics will be applied to offer highly personalized
product recommendations and shopping experiences.

Integration With Smart Home Devices

This entails enabling seamless ordering through voice-activated

assistants and IoT-enabled appliances.

Diversification Of Services

Quick-commerce platforms could extend into adjacent services
such as meal kits, on-demand services, or specialized product
categories.

Consolidation

This means the market will experience mergers and acquisitions in

an effort to achieve economies of scale and get expansive in reach.

ISM]J March 2025
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Focus On Profitability

As the initial land-grab phase comes to a close, companies will

begin focusing more on sustainable unit economics and

profitability.

Conclusion

A New Era in India Retail

The rapid rise of quick commerce
marks a significant milestone in India's
retail evolution, bringing together the
convenience of e-commerce and the
immediacy of traditional retail stores. As
the sector continues to grow and mature, it
promises to set changing consumer
expectations, business models, and the
overall retail landscape in India.

For businesses, quick commerce presents
an opportunity and a challenge. Establi-
shed retailers and e-commerce players
must change to stay relevant; however,
they are given the opportunity to claim
their niches in this rapidly growing
market. Their success will depend on
technology, operational excellence,

20 ®

4() \

and staying relevant to fluid consumer
expectations.

Consumers have untold convenience
from quick commerce, which makes an
unusually wide variety of products
available to them at their fingertips. Yet,
it raises questions about sustainable
consumption patterns and the future well-
being of traditional retail ecosystems.

As the adventure of quick commerce
proceeds in India, it would be exciting to
see how this spirited field encounters
challenges, welcomes innovations, and
alters the very way millions of citizens
shop and live. Quick commerce is now
penning down the future of retail in India

atlightning speed.
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Confused about which
stock to invest in ?

Ask the Experts for free!!

&Click HereJ'

Want to know all the important
business news and events?

Find it Here

\CIick HereJ'

How will the market move in
the next trading session?

\CIick HereJ'

Grab all the market opportunities!

\CIick Here mr
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About EquityPandit

EquityPandit is a leading research and advisory firm in India. the
firm is one of the biggest players with a dominant position in both
institutional and retail. The company specialises in the business of
analysis, information and, intelligence.

The business is supported by efficient, powerful research and
back-office team. EquityPandit's set of diligent advisors helps its
customer plan and get more out of one's money. We offer a
diversified range of product according to the difference in needs of
aninvestor, trader or a broker.

The firm's philosophy is entirely client-centric, with a clear focus on
providing long term value addition to the client while maintaining
the highest standard excellence, ethics, and professionalism. The
entire firm activities are divided across distinct client groups,
individuals, private clients, corporate and, institutions all of which
are supported by the powerful research team.

Disclaimer

The recommendation made herein does not constitute an offer to
sell or a solicitation to buy any of the securities mentioned. No
presentation can be made that the recommendation contained
herein will be profitable or that they will not resultin losses. Readers
using the information contained herein are solely responsible for
their action. Information is obtained from sources deemed to be
reliable butis not guaranteed as to accuracy and completencess.
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